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Assessing the Role of Case Mix in Cesarean Delivery Rates 


Standardization for case mix can facilitate fairer comparisons of cesarean rates by 
distinguishing differences resulting from case mix from those relating to differences 
in practice. 


Effect of Maternal Carbohydrate Metabolism on Fetal Growth 


Increased insulin sensitivity in pregnancy leads to decreased glucose substrates for 
the fetus. 


Polycystic Ovaries in Women With Gestational Diabetes 


Women with polycystic ovaries constitute a risk group that requires screening for 
gestational diabetes mellitus. 


Elevated Maternal Serum Relaxin Concentrations Throughout 
Pregnancy in Singleton Gestations After Superovulation 


In singleton gestations following superovulation, maternal serum relaxin 
concentrations are elevated throughout the second and third trimesters of 
pregnancy. 


Neonatal Group B Streptococcal Infection in a Managed Care 
Population 


Risk-factor—based protocols hold some promise to reduce group B streptococcal 
disease, but clinical strategies to promote protocol adherence are needed. 


Oral Quinolone in the Treatment of Experimental Polymicrobial 
Puerperal Infection in Rabbits 


Levofloxacin gives more clinical cures and more frequent eradication of Escherichia 
coli than does placebo in a rabbit model of puerperal infection. 


Longitudinal Assessment of Endocervical Canal Length Between 
15 and 24 Weeks’ Gestation in Women at Risk for Pregnancy 
Loss or Preterm Birth 


The cervix shortens more rapidly between 15 and 24 weeks’ gestation in women 
who develop ultrasound findings consistent with cervical incompetence compared 
with those who do not. 


Preterm Contractions in Community Settings: I. Treatment of 
Preterm Contractions 


Patients presenting at community hospitals for preterm contractions often are over- 
treated when not in true labor and not given appropriate therapy when progressing 
in labor. 


| 
3B 
| 
| 


Ellice Lieberman, Janet M. Lang, 
Linda J. Heffner, & Amy Cohen 


Alessandro Caruso, 
Giancarlo Paradisi, 
Sergio Ferrazzani, 
Angela Lucchese, 
Simonetta Moretti, & 
Anna Maria Fulghesu 


L. Anttila, K. Karjala, 
T.-A. Penttila, K. Ruutiainen, & 
U. Ekblad 


Taonei I. Mushayandebvu, 
Laura T. Goldsmith, 
Stanley Von Hagen, 

Nanette Santoro, 
Deborah Thurston, & 
Gerson Weiss 


Tracy A. Lieu, 

Janet C. Mohle-Boetani, 

G. Thomas Ray, 

Lynn M. Ackerson, & 

David L.. Walton for the 
Perinatal Group B Streptococcal 
Infection Study Group 


Robert S. McDuffie, Jr, 
Joan L. Eskens, & 
Ronald S. Gibbs 


Edwin R. Guzman, 
Christine Mellon, 
Anthony M. Vintzileos, 
Cande V. Ananth, 
Christine Walters, & 
Kayla Gipson 


William J. Hueston 


Contents for Volume 92 


JULY 


Assessing the Role of Case Mix in Cesarean Delivery Rates 


Standardization for case mix can facilitate fairer comparisons of cesarean rates by 
distinguishing differences resulting from case mix from those relating to differences 
in practice. 


Effect of Maternal Carbohydrate Metabolism on Fetal Growth 


Increased insulin sensitivity in pregnancy leads to decreased glucose substrates for 
the fetus. 


Polycystic Ovaries in Women With Gestational Diabetes 


Women with polycystic ovaries constitute a risk group that requires screening for 
gestational diabetes mellitus. 


Elevated Maternal Serum Relaxin Concentrations Throughout 
Pregnancy in Singleton Gestations After Superovulation 


In singleton gestations following superovulation, maternal serum relaxin 
concentrations are elevated throughout the second and third trimesters of 
pregnancy. 


Neonatal Group B Streptococcal Infection in a Managed Care 
Population 


Risk-factor—based protocols hold some promise to reduce group B streptococcal 
disease, but clinical strategies to promote protocol adherence are needed. 


Oral Quinolone in the Treatment of Experimental Polymicrobial 
Puerperal Infection in Rabbits 


Levofloxacin gives more clinical cures and more frequent eradication of Escherichia 
coli than does placebo in a rabbit model of puerperal infection. 


Longitudinal Assessment of Endocervical Canal Length Between 
15 and 24 Weeks’ Gestation in Women at Risk for Pregnancy 
Loss or Preterm Birth 


The cervix shortens more rapidly between 15 and 24 weeks’ gestation in women 
who develop ultrasound findings consistent with cervical incompetence compared 
with those who do not. 


Preterm Contractions in Community Settings: I. Treatment of 
Preterm Contractions 


Patients presenting at community hospitals for preterm contractions often are over- 
treated when not in true labor and not given appropriate therapy when progressing 
in labor. 


| 
3B 
| 
| 


William J. Hueston 


Michael Prysak & 
Frank C. Castronova 


Michael S. Cooperstock, 
Janice Bakewell, Allen Herman, 
& Wayne F. Schramm 


Victoria K. Minior & 
Michael Y. Divon 


Allahyar Jazayeri, 
John C. M. Tsibris, & 
William N. Spellacy 


Theera Tongsong, 
Chanane Wanapirak, 
Pannee Sirivatanapa, 

Wirawit Piyamongkol, 
Supatra Sirichotiyakul, & 
Acharawan Yampochai 


Josep M. Martinez, 

MoOnica Echevarria, 

Antoni Borrell, 

Bienvenido Puerto, Julia Ojuel, 
& Albert Fortuny 


Andrew Elimian, 

Reinaldo Figueroa, 

Joseph Canterino, Uma Verma, 
Maria Aguero-Rosenfeld, & 
Nergesh Tejani 


Bo Hyun Yoon, Jae Won Chang, 
& Roberto Romero 


Kevin M. Chin, Jasjeet S. Sidhu, 
Robert S. Janssen, & 
J. Todd Weber 


Preterm Contractions in Community Settings: II. Predicting 
Preterm Birth in Women With Preterm Contractions 


In women who present with preterm contractions, two factors—ruptured 
membranes and cervical effacement of 80% or more—predict delivery within 7 days. 


Elective Induction Versus Spontaneous Labor: A Case-Control 
Analysis of Safety and Efficacy 


Elective induction of labor does not increase the rate of cesarean delivery, except in 
the presence of certain risk factors, and does not increase neonatal intensive care 
unit admission. 


Association of Sociodemographic Variables With Risk for Very 
Preterm Birth in Twins 


Black race, teen age, unmarried status, and poor education strongly predict preterm 
birth of twins, but mainly before 34 weeks’ gestation. 


Fetal Growth Restriction at Term: Myth or Reality? 


Despite recent suggestions to the contrary, growth-restricted fetuses from term, 
uncomplicated pregnancies are at increased risk of perinatal morbidity. 


Elevated Umbilical Cord Plasma Erythropoietin Levels in 
Prolonged Pregnancies 


Elevated fetal erythropoietin levels in prolonged pregnancies may indicate decreased 
oxygen supply to the fetus. 
Amniocentesis-Related Fetal Loss: A Cohort Study 


Second-trimester amniocentesis probably is not associated with an increased fetal 
loss rate. 


Fetal Heart Rate and Nuchal Translucency in Detecting 
Chromosomal Abnormalities Other Than Down Syndrome 


Fetal heart rate may be useful in predicting chromosomal abnormalities not usually 
detected by nuchal translucency, improving the accuracy in detecting fetal trisomies 
at 10-13 weeks’ gestation. 


Amniotic Fluid Complement C3 as a Marker of Intra-amniotic 
Infection 


Amniotic fluid complement C3 is clinically useful as a rapid marker of intra- 
amniotic infection and compares favorably with currently available rapid markers. 


Isolation of Ureaplasma urealyticum From the Amniotic Cavity 
and Adverse Outcome in Preterm Labor 


Isolation of Ureaplasma urealyticum from the amniotic cavity in preterm labor is 
associated with impending preterm delivery and adverse perinatal outcome. 


Invasive Cervical Cancer in Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus-Infected and Uninfected Hospital Patients 


Human immunodeficiency virus—positive women are more likely to have invasive 
cervical cancer than virus-negative women. 
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Oncogene Expression: Long-Term Compared With Short-Term 
Survival in Patients With Advanced Epithelial Ovarian Cancer 


The combination of p53 overexpression and Ki-67 indices are the best predictors of 
outcome in patients with advanced epithelial ovarian cancer. 


A Randomized Controlled Trial of Early Postoperative Feeding 
in Gynecologic Oncology Patients Undergoing Intra-abdominal 
Surgery 

Early postoperative feeding in gynecologic oncology patients undergoing intra- 
abdominal surgery is safe and well-tolerated. 


Thermal Balloon and Rollerball Ablation to Treat Menorrhagia: 
A Multicenter Comparison 


Thermal balloon therapy and rollerball ablation are equally effective in treating 
menorrhagia, as reflected by similar postprocedural diary scores and high patient 
satisfaction rates. 


Tumor Growth and Dissemination After Laparotomy and CO, 
Pneumoperitoneum: A Rat Ovarian Cancer Model 


Experimental tumor growth is greater with laparotomy than with laparoscopy, but 
pneumoperitoneum seems to increase intraperitoneal dissemination. 


Comparison of Bimanual Examination With Ultrasound 
Examination Before Hysterectomy for Uterine Leiomyoma 


There is good correlation between bimanual and ultrasound examination findings in 
estimating the size of leiomyomatous uteri prior to hysterectomy. 

Urinary Tract Injuries After Hysterectomy 

The risk of urinary tract injury was higher following laparoscopic hysterectomy than 


after other hysterectomies from 1990 through 1995 in Finland. 


Prognostic Validity of Neoplastic Cells With Notable Nuclear 
Atypia in Endometrial Cancer 


Endometrial adenocarcinoma, in which more than 25% of neoplastic cells show 
notable nuclear atypia, should be categorized as grade 3 tumor. 


Cytology and Colposcopy After Loop Electrosurgical Excision: 
Implications for Follow-up 


Intensive follow-up of patients after loop electrosurgical excision enables diagnosis 
of 95% of treatment failures within 2 years. 


The Use and Failure Rates of Protective Equipment to Prevent 
Blood and Bodily Fluid Contamination in the Obstetric Health 
Care Worker 


Compliance with universal precautions is low, and even when the health care 
workers are compliant, the failure rate of their protective equipment is unacceptably 
high. 


Effect of Maternal Hydration on Fetal Renal Pyelectasis 


Maternal oral hydration increases fetal renal pelvis diameter and amniotic fluid 
volume in normal subjects and those with pyelectasis. 
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Instruments & Methods 

Operational Improvement of Gynecologic Laparoscopic 
Operating Room Services: An Internal Review 

A simple restructuring of laparoscopy equipment via an internal equipment 
handling review can lead to sterilization and maintenance cost savings 

The Gupta-Frank Clamp for Salpingo-Oophorectomy at 
Vaginal Hysterectomy 

The Gupta-Frank clamp can be used for salpingo-oophorectomy at the time of 
vaginal hysterectomy. 

Graduate Education 

A Comprehensive Resident Training Program in Operative 
Endoscopy 

Comprehensive and uniform training in operative endoscopy is an important and 
affordable part of resident education. 

Review 

Prediction of Preterm Delivery by Fetal Fibronectin: 

A Meta-analysis 

A positive cervicovaginal fetal fibronectin test identifies women at high risk for 


preterm delivery. 


Letter 


AUGUST 


High Third-Trimester Ferritin Concentration: Associations With 
Very Preterm Delivery, Infection, and Maternal Nutritional 
Status 


High serum ferritin concentration during the third trimester, reflecting a failure to 
decline, is associated with increased very preterm delivery, markers for subclinical 
infection, and maternal nutrition. 


Plasma Homocyst(e)ine Concentrations in Pregnant and 
Nonpregnant Women With Controlled Folate Intake 


Plasma homocyst(e)ine levels are lower in pregnancy irrespective of dietary folate 
intake. 


Angiotensinogen Genotype and Plasma Volume in Nulligravid 
Women 

Women homozygous for the T 235 coding angiotensinogen genotype have reduced 
plasma volume compared with women who are homozygous for the M 235 coding 
genotype or heterozygous. 


Risk Factors for Preeclampsia in Nulliparous Women in Distinct 


Ethnic Groups: A Prospective Cohort Study 


Because risk factors for preeclampsia vary in whites and blacks, ethnicity should be 
considered in risk factor analyses of preeclampsia. 
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Endothelial Tie Receptor Antigen in Maternal and Cord Blood 
of Healthy and Preeclamptic Subjects 


Serum Tie levels in preeclamptic women are lower than those in healthy pregnant 
and nonpregnant women. 


Umbilical Venous D-dimer Concentrations With and Without 
Labor 


Fetal fibrinolysis, as reflected by umbilical venous D-dimer concentrations, is 
activated at birth following labor but not following elective cesarean delivery. 


Alcohol Consumption by Pregnant Women in the United States 
During 1988-1995 


The prevalence of alcohol use among pregnant women in the United States appears 
to be increasing, especially for frequent use. 


Prenatal Care in Cocaine-Exposed Pregnancies 


In cocaine-exposed pregnancies, fetal outcome improves with specialized prenatal 
care, while drug rehabilitation alters maternal behavior and determines consequent 
morbidity. 


Effects of Smoking Cessation on Maternal Airway Function and 
Birth Weight 


Smoking cessation during early pregnancy is associated with reversible increments 
of maternal airway function and increased birth weight. 


Human Chorionic Gonadotropin, Thyroid Function, and 
Immunological Indices in Threatened Abortion 
In women with threatened abortion and a live fetus, the presence of low 


concentrations of hCG and free thyroxine with high concentrations of TSH and 
immunoglobulins suggests a negative prognosis. 


Rectally Administered Misoprostol for the Treatment of 
Postpartum Hemorrhage Unresponsive to Oxytocin and 
Ergometrine: A Descriptive Study 


Misoprostol administered rectally proves an effective treatment for postpartum 
hemorrhage. 


Risk for Surviving Twin After Fetal Death of Co-twin in 
Twin-Twin Transfusion Syndrome 


In cases of twin-twin transfusion syndrome, when one twin dies in utero, about half 
of the survivors will die or experience serious morbidity. 


The Effect of Glucocorticoid Therapy on Fetal Lung Maturity 
Indices in Hypertensive Pregnancies 


Fetal lung maturity is delayed in hypertensive pregnancies and glucocorticoids are 
effective in promoting lung maturation, especially between 24 and 33 weeks. 
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Detection and Assessment of Pyelectasis in the Fetus: 
Relationship to Postnatal Renal Function 


Neonatal corrective surgery may be warranted when the anteroposterior renal pelvic 
diameter measured during late fetal life by ultrasonography is at least 20 mm. 


The Isolated Choroid Plexus Cyst 


The reported risk of aneuploidy for a fetus with an isolated choroid plexus cyst 
should be interpreted cautiously and should include the baseline fetal risk. 


Normal Amniotic Fluid Index by Gestational Week in a 
Chinese Population 


An ultrasonographic study of amniotic fluid index conducted in a Chinese 
population demonstrates that different standards are needed for different 
populations. 


Monomeric Calcitonin in Pregnant Women and in Cord Blood 


Monomeric calcitonin levels are not different in pregnant women compared with 
nonpregnant women, whereas cord blood levels are much higher than maternal 
levels. 


Influence of Acupuncture on Maternal Serum Levels of 
Interleukin-8, Prostaglandin F,,),,,., and Beta-Fndorphin: 
A Matched Pair Study 


Effects of acupuncture on the duration of labor are not mediated by interleukin-8, 
prostaglandin F,,,,,,,,, and beta-endorphin. 


A Randomized Trial of Three Antibiotic Regimens for the 
Treatment of Pyelonephritis in Pregnancy 

No differences exist in clinical response or birth outcomes of subjects treated with 
intravenous ampicillin-gentamicin, intravenous cefazolin or intramuscular 
ceftriaxone. 


Prevalence and Risk Factors of Chorioamnionitis Among 
Adolescents 


Risk factors for chorioamnionitis among adolescents include concurrent tobacco and 
alcohol use, living with male partner, conduction anesthesia, and prolonged labor 
and ruptured membranes. 


Frequent Resistance of Clinical Group B Streptococci Isolates to 
Clindamycin and Erythromycin 

Clinical isolates of group B streptococci frequently are resistant to clindamycin and 
erythromycin in vitro, potentially limiting their utility in penicillin-allergic pregnant 
women. 


Effects of Prophylactic Antibiotics on Endometrial Flora in 
Women With Postcesarean Endometritis 


Prophylactic antibiotics for cesarean delivery change endometrial and endoceivical 
microflora but do not affect the overall cure of endometritis. 
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Risk of Endometrial, Ovarian, Vulvar, and Vaginal Cancers 
After a Positive Cervical Cytology Followed by Negative 
Histology 

Women with positive cervical cytology followed by negative histology have 
increased risk of endometrial, vulvar, and vaginal cancers, which persist longer than 
5 years in the case of vulvar and vaginal cancers. 


Hypertension and Hysterectomy in Danish Women 


Hypertension seems to be a risk factor for premenopausal hysterectomy in some 
women and explains part of the relation between hysterectomy and cardiovascular 


diseases. 


Posthysterectomy Vaginal Vault Prolapse: Primary Repair 
in 693 Patients 


Transvaginal Mayo culdoplasty achieves anatomic restoration of upper vaginal 
support with ablation of enterocele in a high percentage of patients observed over 
the long-term. 


A New External Urethral Occlusive Device for Female Urinary 
Incontinence 


The use of an external urethral-continence device in women with urinary 
incontinence is efficacious and safe. 

Cost-Benefit Analysis of First-Void Urine Chlamydia trachomatis 
Screening Program 


Universal first-void urine screening of child-bearing age women for Chlamydia 
trachomatis is cost-beneficial when the prevalence of chlamydial infection exceeds 
3.9%. 


Instruments & Methods 

Multigated Simultaneous Spectral Doppler Imaging: 

A New Ultrasound Modality 

A new Doppler modality provides rapid, reproducible, and reliable quantitative 
assessment of blood flow in the study of the umbilico-placental circulation. 

A Simple Model for Learning Stereotactic Skills in Ultrasound- 
Guided Amniocentesis 


A simple model can be created to help learn stereotactic skills for ultrasound 
guidance in amniocentesis. 


Clinical Commentary 


Intolerance to Volume Expansion: A Theorized Mechanism for 
the Development of Preeclampsia 
Preeclampsia might reflect the situation of a constricted maternal vascular system 


that is unable to accommodate the volume expansion of pregnancy. 


If Tocolytic Magnesium Sulfate Is Associated With Excess Total 
Pediatric Mortality, What Is Its Impact? 


If tocolytic magnesium is associated with increased total pediatric mortality, as 
shown in a recent trial, several thousand infant deaths may result annually. 
Drug Resistance in Ovarian Cancer: From the Laboratory to the 
Clinic 

Although clinical reversal of chemotherapy resistance is difficult, multiple novel 
strategies for modulation of drug resistance appear to be promising. 
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SEPTEMBER 


A Multicenter Randomized Comparison of Laparoscopically 
Assisted Vaginal Hysterectomy and Abdominal Hysterectomy in 
Abdominal Hysterectomy Candidates 

Laparoscopically assisted vaginal hysterectomy, compared with abdominal 


hysterectomy, is associated with shorter hospital stay and convalescence but 
equivalent hospital charges. 


Predicting Risk of Complications With Gynecologic 
Laparoscopic Surgery 


The overall rate of complications with laparoscopy, while less than 2%, is directly 
proportional to the complexity of the surgical procedure. 


Transurethral Injection of Silicone Microimplants for Intrinsic 
Urethral Sphincter Deficiency 


Transurethral injection of silicone particles in women with intrinsic urethral 
sphincter incompetence is successful in about half of cases. 


Levonorgestrel Capsule Implants in the United States: 
A 5-Year Study 


Levonorgestrel implants are well accepted in the United States with annual 
continuation rates above 80 per 100 and pregnancy rates averaging three per 1000. 


Reproductive Career After Breech Presentation: Subsequent 
Pregnancy Rates, Interpregnancy Interval, and Recurrence 

After a breech delivery, the subsequent pregnancy rate decreased, especially if the 
previous infant survived the perinatal period, whereas the interpregnancy interval 
was not affected, and the recurrence rate increased by number of previous breech 
deliveries in the sibship. 


Cervicography Combined With Repeat Papanicolaou Test as 
Triage for Low-Grade Cytologic Abnormalities 

Cervicography is a helpful adjunctive technique for detection of cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia II-III lesions in patients with prior atypical squamous cells 
of undetermined significance or low-grade squamous intraepithelial lesion 
Papanicolaou tests. 


Incidence and Predictors of Cervical Dysplasia in Patients With 
Minimally Abnormal Papanicolaou Smears 


A third of patients with minimally abnormal Papanicolaou smears have cervical 
dysplasia. 


Vascular Endothelial Growth Factor Serum Concentrations in 
Ovarian Cancer 


Serum vascular endothelial growth factor is an independent prognostic factor in 
epithelial ovarian cancer. 
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Catherine S. Holste, & Mean umbilical arterial pH values are normal after prior cesarean delivery. } 
D. Kim Waller 
Jeffrey P. Phelan, Lisa M. Korst, _—_ Uterine Activity Patterns in Uterine Rupture: 
& Donna K. Settles A Case-Control Study 394 
Oxytocin use and uterine activity patterns do not appear to play roles in the 
pathogenesis of intrapartum uterine rupture. 
Robert O. Atlas, Julio Lemus, Second Trimester Abortion Using Prostaglandin E, 
James Reed, III, Suppositories With or Without Intracervical Laminaria japonica: 
Dorothy Atkins, & =A Randomized Study 398 
Lindsay S. Alger Pretreatment with Laminaria japonica improves the induction to delivery time in 
patients undergoing second trimester abortions with prostaglandin E,. 
Sheila A. Bahn, John Jacobson, Maternal and Neonatal Outcome Following Prolonged Labor 
& Floyd Petersen Induction 403 
Prolonged labor induction is associated with a small increase in infectious morbidity 
and does not increase the cesarean rate. 
Merja Kurkinen-Raty, Perinatal and Neonatal Outcome and Late Pulmonary Sequelae ; 
Maila Koivisto, & in Infants Born After Preterm Premature Rupture of Membranes 408 ! 
Pentti Jouppila Preterm premature rupture of membranes is a risk for late pulmonary complications : 
of infants. 
P. Dufour, D. Vinatier, Intravenous Nitroglycerin for Internal Podalic Version of the - 
S. Vanderstichele, A. S. Ducloy, Second Twin in Transverse Lie 416 . 
S. Depret, & J. C. Monnier Intravenous nitroglycerin injection induces uterine relaxation for internal podalic 
version of the second twin in transverse lie. 
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Intrauterine Viral Infection at the Time of Second Trimester 
Genetic Amniocentesis 


The presence of viruses in second trimester amniotic fluid is not associated with 
postamniocentesis pregnancy loss. 


Thrombomodulin Release From Umbilical Endothelial Cells 
Initiated by Preeclampsia Plasma-Induced Neutrophil Activation 


Activated neutrophils might be involved in thrombomodulin release from 
endothelial cells in gravidas who develop preeclampsia. 


Insulin-Like Growth Factor-I in Women With Hydatidiform 
Mole and in Normal Pregnancy 


Insulin-like growth factor-I and insulin-like growth factor-I mRNA in molar tissue 
and placenta and insulin-like growth factor-I in maternal serum are significantly 
lower in molar pregnancies than in pregnancies with normal placentas. 


Perinatal Outcomes in Women With Asthma During Pregnancy 


Asthma during pregnancy is associated with antepartum and postpartum 
hemorrhage, and asthmatics taking steroids are at risk of pregnancy-induced 
hypertension and neonatal hyperbilirubinemia. 


Hemolytic Disease of the Fetus: A Comparison of the Queenan 
and Extended Liley Methods 


Amniotic fluid bilirubin (AOD,,..) is better assessed with the extended Liley graph 
than with the Queenan graph. 


Prenatal Plasma Matrix Metalloproteinase-9 Levels to Predict 
Spontaneous Preterm Birth 


Matrix metalloproteinase-9 levels remain constant from 19 through 36 weeks of 
pregnancy regardless of whether women deliver preterm or at term and then rise 
with the onset of labor. 


Modeling the Future Workforce of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
While obstetrician-gynecologists provide care unique to their specialty, obstetrics 
and gynecology graduates should consider providing general care for the growing 
population of elderly females. 


Activated Protein C Resistance and Factor V Leiden in Patients 
With Hemolysis, Elevated Liver Enzymes, Low Platelets 
Syndrome 

Women with hemolysis, elevated liver enzymes, low platelets syndrome have a 
higher incidence of Factor V-Leiden mutations, but this increased incidence does not 


account fully for the increased frequency of activated protein C resistance in these 
patients. 


Outcomes of Intended Home Births in Nurse-Midwifery 
Practice: A Prospective Descriptive Study 
Outcomes of planned home birth in 29 nurse-midwifery practices indicate 


appropriate risk-screening and an intrapartal and neonatal mortality of 2.5 per 1000 
for intended home births. 
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Editorial 
Roy M. Pitkin Cause for Concern 471 


Research in obstetrics and gynecology seems to be decreasing. 


Review 


Pushkal P. Garg, | Hormone Replacement Therapy and the Risk of Epithelial 
Karla Kerlikowske, Ovarian Carcinoma: A Meta-analysis 472 
Leslee Subak, & Deborah Grady 


Postmenopausal women who use hormone replacement therapy for more than 10 
years may be at an increased risk of developing epithelial ovarian carcinoma. 


OCTOBER (PART 1) 


Kelly A. Bennett, | A Masked Randomized Comparison of Oral and Vaginal 


Kimberly Butt, |§ Administration of Misoprostol for Labor Induction 481 
Joan M. G. Crane, 


Donna Hutchens, & 
David C. Young 


Oral administration of misoprostol results in longer intervals from induction to 
vaginal birth and less frequent uterine hyperstimulation than vaginal administration. 


P. L. Giacalone, V. Targosz, Cervical Ripening With Mifepristone Before Labor Induction: 
F. Laffargue, G. Boog, & A Randomized Study 487 
J. M. Faure 


Mifepristone promotes cervical ripening in women with post-term pregnancies and 
reduces the time to delivery, but it does not lower the cesarean rate. 


Scott B. Ransom, Gina Fundaro, The Cost-Effectiveness of Routine Type and Screen Admission 
& Mitchell P. Dombrowski _ Testing for Expected Vaginal Delivery 493 


Routine type and screen testing for an expected vaginal delivery does not improve 
8 
patient care and should be eliminated to reduce unnecessary resource consumption. 


Michelle Fynes, | Cesarean Delivery and Anal Sphincter Injury 496 
Valerie S. Donnelly, 

P. Ronan O’Connell, & 
Colm O’Herlihy 


Cesarean delivery performed in late labor is not protective of the anal sphincter 
mechanism; injury sustained is neuropathic rather than mechanical. 


Ragnhild Cnattingius, | Obstacles to Reducing Cesarean Rates in a Low-Cesarean 


Sven Cnattingius,& Setting: The Effect of Maternal Age, Height, and Weight 501 
Francis C. Notzon 


Maternal age, height, and body mass index are the primary influences on the risks 
of elective and nonelective cesarean delivery among nulliparous women in Sweden. 


Kimberly D. Gregory, Maternal and Infant Complications in High and Normal Weight 
Olivia A. Henry, Infants by Method of Delivery 507 
Emily Ramicone, Linda S. Chan, 


& Lawrence D. Platt 


Complications of macrosomic births are infrequent except for shoulder dystocia, and 
complications of shoulder dystocia are infrequent. 


Lee A. Learman _ Regional Differences in Operative Obstetrics: 
A Look to the South 


In all but the southern United States, cesarean delivery rates fell and vacuum 


extraction became the most common method of operative vaginal delivery between 
1987 and 1994. 


Alma M. Martinez, Erica Weiss, | Management of Extremely Low Birth Weight Infants: 


J. Colin Partridge, Perceptions of Viability and Parental Counseling Practices 520 
Hank Freeman, & 


Sarah Kilpatrick 


Obstetric opinions about delivery room resuscitation of extremely low birth weight 
infants are influenced by infant and parental factors and a limited willingness to 
allow a parental role in decision making for infants in the delivery room. 
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Effect of Maternal Hydration on Oligohydramnios: 
A Comparison of Three Volume Expansion Methods 


Maternal plasma osmotic change has a more profound impact on acute increase of 
amniotic fluid volume when compared with maternal volume expansion. 


Effects of Abuse on Maternal Complications and Birth Weight in 
Adult and Adolescent Women 


Physical and sexual abuse during pregnancy and the preceding year is a significant 
risk factor for poor obstetric history, substance use during pregnancy, and low birth 
weight. 


Prevention of Chickenpox in Reproductive-Age Women: 
Cost-Effectiveness of Routine Prenatal Screening With 
Postpartum Vaccination of Susceptibles 

Serologic testing of pregnant women with negative histories of chickenpox and 
postpartum vaccination of susceptibles results in cost savings and disease 
prevention compared with no serotesting or vaccinating. 


Amniotic Fluid Neuron-Specific Enolase: A Role in Predicting 
Neonatal Neurologic Injury? 

Amniotic fluid neuron-specific enolase levels are higher in cases in which the 
neonates develop intraventricular hemorrhage or periventricular leucomalacia. 


Factors Associated With Maternal Cell Contamination in 
Amniocentesis Samples as Evaluated by Fluorescent In Situ 
Hybridization 

Although placental penetration, two passes, and operator inexperience are 
associated with increased maternal cell contamination, inexperienced operators, with 
expert supervision, can perform amniocentesis without increased maternal cell 
contamination. 


Cardiac Dysfunction in Twin-Twin Transfusion Syndrome: 
A Prospective, Longitudinal Study 


Prenatal cardiac dysfunction is common in recipient twins and can be transient, 
progressive, or persistent beyond the neonatal period. 


Randomized Comparison of Oral and Transdermal 
Hormone Replacement on Carotid and Uterine Artery Resistance 
to Blood Flow 


Oral and transdermal sequential combined hormone replacement therapies are 
similarly effective in reducing impedance to flow in carotid and uterine artery at 1 
year. 


Spinal Bone Density in Women Using Depot 
Medroxyprogesterone Contraception 
Bone density reductions in long-term users of depot medroxyprogesterone 


contraception are most marked in women starting use before age 20 or with 
prolonged use. 


A Randomized Study of Tibolone on Bone Mineral Density in 
Osteoporotic Postmenopausal Women With Previous Fractures 


Tibolone increases trabecular and cortical bone mineral density in women with 
postmenopausal osteoporosis. 
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Katherine M. Newton, The Physician’s Role in Women’s Decision Making About 
Andrea Z. LaCroix, | Hormone Replacement Therapy 580 
Suzanne G. Leveille, Hormone replacement therapy use is related strongly to physician interactions; a 


Carolyn Rutter, Nora L. Keenan, large proportion of women believe they are inadequately informed about hormone 
& Lynda A. Anderson replacement therapy’s risks and benefits. 


William R. Phipps, _—_ Effect of the Menstrual Cycle on Creatinine Clearance in 
Alison M. Duncan, Normally Cycling Women 585 
Barbara E. Merz, & 
Mindy S. Kurzer 


Creatinine clearance does not change in a clinically important manner during the 
normal menstrual cycle, despite a small, statistically significant luteal phase increase. 


Janet S. Rader, Cancer Among First-degree Relatives of Probands With Invasive 
Rosalind J. Neuman, and Borderline Ovarian Cancer 589 

Jane Brady, Sheri Babb, 
Susan Temple, Edward Kost, 
David G. Mutch, & 

Thomas J. Herzog 


First-degree relatives of patients with invasive and borderline ovarian cancer might 
share similar cancer risks and age-at-onset distributions. 


Christina A. Bandera, BRCA1 Gene Mutations in Women With Papillary Serous 
Michael G. Muto, Carcinoma of the Peritoneum 596 
John O. Schorge, 
Ross S. Berkowitz, 
Stephen C. Rubin, & 
Samuel C. Mok 


Germline BRCA1 mutations occur in primary peritoneal carcinoma patients with a 
frequency comparable to ovarian carcinoma. 


Istvan Nyirjesy, | Evaluation of Atypical and Low-Grade Cervical Cytology in 
Frank S. Billingsley, & Private Practice 601 


Michele R. Forman Failure to perform colposcopy on patients with atypical and low-grade squamous 


intraepithelial lesion cytology delays the diagnosis of high-grade cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia. 


Mary T. McLennan, _—_ Clinical and Urodynamic Predictors of Delayed Voiding After 
Clifford F. Melick, & Fascia Lata Suburethral Sling 608 
Alfred E. Bent 


Age over 65 years, low peak flow rates, and adjunctive surgical procedures are risk 
factors for delayed voiding after a fascia lata sling. 


S. Meyer, A. Schreyer, The Effects of Birth on Urinary Continence Mechanisms and 
P. De Grandi, & P. Hohlfeld Other Pelvic-Floor Characteristics 613 


Vaginal delivery leads to stress incontinence, bladder neck hypermobility, decreased 
intravaginal and intra-anal pressures, and shortening of functional urethral length. 


Mo H. Saidi, _ Extraperitoneal Laparoscopic Colposuspension: 
M. Shannon Gallagher, _— Short-term Cure Rate, Complications, and Duration of Hospital 


Ingrid P. Skop, James A. Saidi, | Stay in Comparison With Burch Colposuspension 619 
R. Kent Sadler, & Karen C. Diaz 


Extraperitoneal laparoscopic colposuspension may be considered an alternative to 
Burch colposuspension in cases that do not require laparotomy. 


Instruments & Methods 


Ioannis K. Chatzipapas, | The “Remote Control” Laparoscopic Bag: A Simple Technique to 
Roger J. Hart, & Adam Magos _ Remove Intra-abdominal Specimens 622 


A simple technique using a special laparoscopic bag to remove intra-abdominal 
specimens. 
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Clinical Commentary 


New Concepts in the Treatment of Uterine Leiomyomas 


Advances in our understanding of the biology of leiomyomas and normal 
myometriums might lead to new treatment options for these neoplasms. 


Graduate Education 
Motivation and Reward Factors That Affect Private Physician 
Involvement in an Obstetrics and Gynecology Clerkship 


Private practitioners teaching in an obstetrics and gynecology clerkship report 
personal motivations for their involvement and do not regard financial 
compensation as an important incentive. 


Quantifying Faculty Teaching Time in a Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 


A computerized database allows time spent in teaching to be abstracted from total 
time spent in patient care and academic activities. 


Letter 


OCTOBER (PART 2) 


Necrotizing Genital Ulcerations in a Premenarcheal Female With 
Mononucleosis 


Genital ulcerations can be the initial manifestation of Epstein-Barr virus in 
adolescents who are neither sexually active nor immunocompromised. 


Chronic Vaginal Candidiasis Responsive to Biotin Therapy in a 
Carrier of Biotinidase Deficiency 


Some patients with chronic vaginal candidiasis might be carriers of biotinidase or 
holocarboxylase deficiency and might benefit from biotin therapy. 


Thrombosis of the Pelvic Veins Associated With a Large 
Myomatous Uterus 


A myomatous uterus might be a cause of pelvic vein thrombosis. 


Hydropic Degenerating Leiomyoma Presenting as Pseudo-Meigs 
Syndrome With Elevated CA 125 


Pseudo-Meigs syndrome caused by hydropic degeneration of uterine leiomyoma 
may present with ascites, pleural effusion, and elevated CA 125 level. 


Suburethral Abscess: A Complication of Periurethral Collagen 
Injection Therapy 

Suburethral abscess can be a delayed complication of periurethral collagen 
injections. 

Hemochromatosis and Male Infertility 


Male hemochromatosis can result in hypogonadism and asthenozoospermia, which 
may be treated successfully with a sequential regimen of gonadotropins and assisted 
reproduction. 


Dysgerminoma With Syncytiotrophoblastic Giant Cells Arising 
From 46,XX Pure Gonadal Dysgenesis 


A rare case of dysgerminoma with syncytiotrophoblastic giant cells arising from a 
dysgenetic gonad in a patient with 46,XX pure gonadal dysgenesis is reported. 
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Linda R. Duska, Fertility Options for Patients With Stages IA2 and IB Cervical 
Thomas L. Toth, & Cancer: Presentation of Two Cases and Discussion of Technical 
Annekathryn Goodman and Ethical Issues 656 


Assisted reproductive technology might offer preservation of the ability to produce 
genetic offspring to young women diagnosed with stage IA2 and IB cervical cancer. 
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Robert E. Bristow, Psammocarcinoma of the peritoneum, a rare variant of serous cystadenocarcinoma, 
Roberta K. Nieberg, & might have an aggressive course. 


Jonathon S. Berek 


Psammocarcinoma With an Aggressive Course 


Cheryl A. Brewer & — Encouraging Response of an Advanced Steroid-Cell Tumor to 
Douglas Shevlin GnRH Agonist Therapy 661 


A patient presented with a metastatic steroid tumor, not otherwise specified, which 
responded to GnRH agonist therapy. 


Augusto F. Mesia, Aborted Leiomyosarcoma After Treatment With Leuprolide 
Freager S. Williams, Acetate 664 
Zhanging Yan, & Khush Mittal 


Treatment of presumed leiomyomata with leuprolide acetate may delay surgical 
intervention in a leiomyosarcoma. 


Antonio D. Saiz, Ulka Sachdev, Metastatic Uterine Leiomyosarcoma Presenting as a Primary 
Michael L. Brodman, & Sarcoma of the Parotid Gland 667 
Liane Deligdisch 


Metastatic leiomyosarcoma can present as a primary parotid sarcoma before the 
discovery of the uterine primary. 


Ross M. Hammerman & | Conservative Management of Uterine Rhabdomyosarcoma 669 


Carolyn D. Runowicz Uterine rhabdomyosarcoma can be treated with primary chemotherapy and 


subsequent removal of the residual polypoid mass. 


Ann W. Wong, _—_Catamenial Fevers Associated With a Uterine Smooth Muscle 
Gary S. Leiserowitz, | Tumor of Undetermined Malignant Potential 671 
Vance M. McCausland, & 


Arthur M. McCausland 


Menstrually related fevers may be associated with uterine myometrial tumors and 
resolve after hysterectomy. 


Julian N. Robinson, Coagulopathy Secondary to Vitamin K Deficiency in 
Rini Banerjee, & |= Hyperemesis Gravidarum 673 
Mari-Paule Thiet 


Coagulopathy secondary to vitamin K deficiency can complicate hyperemesis 
gravidarum. 
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Burkitt Lymphoma in Pregnancy 


A case of Burkitt lymphoma presenting at 11% weeks’ gestation is treated 
successfully with surgical debulking and cytotoxic combination chemotherapy. 


Thao Tran, Joseph R. Wax, _—Acute Intentional Iron Overdose in Pregnancy 678 
Joy D. Steinfeld, & 
Charles J. Ingardia 


Therapy for iron overdose is not changed because of pregnancy and includes 
intravenous crystalloid infusion, gastrointestinal decontamination, and intravenous 
deferoxamine chelation. 


Prasanta C. Chandra, = Successful Pregnancy Outcome After Complicated Varicella 

Harish Patel, Pneumonia 680 
Henry J. Schiavello, & 
Shannon L. Briggs 


Aggressive, multifocused management of a patient with complicated third-trimester 
varicella pneumonia achieved favorable outcomes for mother and fetus. 


M. A. LaGatta, _ Isolated Pulmonary Cryptococcosis in Pregnancy 682 
C. Jordan, W. Khan, & 


J. Toomey 


Isolated pulmonary cryptococcosis is a rare complication in immunocompetent 
parturients. 
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New Sonographic Findings in a Fetus With an Interstitial 
Deletion in the Long Arm of Chromosome 14 


Sonography at 16 weeks’ gestation of a fetus with a deletion in chromosome 14 
showed massive bladder enlargement and dilation of lateral ventricles. 


Unconjugated Estriol as an Indication for Prenatal Diagnosis of 
Steroid Sulfatase Deficiency by In Situ Hybridization 


Fluorescence in situ hybridization detected three cases of steroid sulfatase deletion 
in pregnant women referred for low estriol levels. 


A New Therapeutic Approach to the Fetus With Congenital 
Complete Heart Block: Preemptive, Targeted Therapy With 
Dexamethasone 


Targeted early therapy can be used for congenital heart block of the fetus with 


preservation of myocardial function and normal cardiac conduction. 


Magnesium Sulfate, Maternal Hypothermia, and Fetal 
Bradycardia With Loss of Heart Rate Variability 
Magnesium sulfate tocolysis is associated with maternal hypothermia and fetal 


bradycardia with loss of heart rate variability. 


Hysterotomy Facilitation of the Vaginal Delivery of the Posterior 
Arm in a Case of Severe Shoulder Dystocia 
Classic vaginal maneuvers to relieve shoulder dystocia can be performed or 


facilitated transabdominally via a hysterotomy incision. 


Cesarean Delivery of Twins During Maternal Cardiopulmonary 
Arrest 
Timely perimortem cesarean delivery can aid maternal resuscitation and infant 


survival. 


Postpartum Renal Failure: A Complex Case With Probable 
Coexistence of Hemolysis, Elevated Liver Enzymes, Low Platelet 
Count, and Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome 


In the diagnosis and treatment of acute renal failure, the probable coexistence of 
hemolysis, elevated liver enzymes, low platelet count, and hemolytic uremic 
syndrome must be kept in mind. 

Hypereosinophilic Syndrome in a Trisomy 21 Fetus 
Hypereosinophilia with pericardial effusion and cardiomegaly may be associated 


with Down syndrome. 


Postmortem DNA Diagnosis of Factor V Leiden in a Neonate 
With Systemic Thrombosis and Probable Antithrombin 
Deficiency 


Complete parental prenatal genetic analysis, including Factor V Leiden genotyping 
and antithrombin testing, is important for families with a history of thrombotic 
disorders to prevent or rapidly treat life-threatening thrombosis in the newborn. 
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Etretinate: Therapy for Plasma Cell Vulvitis 
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Successful Pregnancy in an Adolescent With Perinatally 


Acquired Human Immunodeficiency Virus 


Transfusion Issues in a Gravida With Sickle Cell Disease 


Marfan Syndrome, Aortic Dilatation, and Pregnancy 


Fetal Triploidy: A Unique Cause of the Stuck Twin Sign 


Intrauterine Listeria Infection of the Nonpresenting Twin 


Conjoined Twins in a Triplet Pregnancy 


Breast Engorgement and Lactation Associated With 
Thyrotropin-Releasing Hormone Administration 


Resolution of Fetal Tachycardia and Hydrops by a Single 
Adenosine Administration 


Placental Abruption and Fetal Death With Airbag Deployment 
in a Motor Vehicle Accident 


Surgical Debridement of Necrotizing Endomyometritis After 
Cesarean Delivery 


Disseminated Neonatal Herpes Infection 
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Reviews 


Meta-analysis of Estrogen Therapy in the Management of 
Urogenital Atrophy in Postmenopausal Women: Second Report 
of the Hormones and Urogenital Therapy Committee 


Meta-analysis confirms that estrogen is superior to placebo in the management of 
postmenopausal urogenital atrophy and suggests that low-dose preparations may be 
adequate. 


Natural History of Cervical Squamous Intraepithelial Lesions: 
A Meta-analysis 


The risk of invasive cervical cancer is low with observation of low-grade squamous 


intraepithelial lesions for at least 24 months, but high-grade lesions should receive 
early evaluation and treatment. 
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A Randomized Clinical Trial of Cryotherapy, Laser 
Vaporization, and Loop Electrosurgical Excision for Treatment of 
Squamous Intraepithelial Lesions of the Cervix 


Cryotherapy, laser vaporization, and loop electrosurgical excision are equally 
effective for treating squamous intraepithelial neoplasia of the cervix. 


Cervical Cancer Screening Among Low-Income Women: 

Results of a National Screening Program, 1991-1995 

The screening program follow-up results emphasize the duality of cervical 
neoplasia—cervical intraepithelial neoplasia in younger women and invasive cancer 
in older women. 


Characteristics of Women Who Use Perineal Powders 


Perineal powder use is associated with douching, alcohol drinking, and body mass 
index. 


Vulvovaginal Candidiasis: Clinical Manifestations, Risk Factors, 
Management Algorithm 


An algorithm to diagnose vulvovaginal candidiasis uses symptoms, signs, wet 
mount, and culture for women with signs or multiple symptoms. 


A Study of Nerve Fibers and Histopathology of Postsurgical, 
Postinfectious, and Endometriosis-Related Adhesions 


Nerve fibers commonly are found in intra-abdominal adhesions, and endometriosis- 
related adhesions contain more inflammatory cells and tissue edema than do other 
types of adhesions. 


Relationship of Cesarean Delivery to Lower Birth 
Weight-Specific Neonatal Mortality in Singleton Breech Infants 
in the United States 


For breech presentation in all birth weight groups, neonatal mortality is lower when 
delivery is by cesarean than when it is vaginal. 
Perinatal Mortality in Breech Presentation Sibships 


Increased perinatal mortality was observed in sibships with a sporadic breech 
delivery but not in those with recurring breech presentation, without respect to 
delivery method. 
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Small Size at Birth and Later Diabetic Pregnancy 

In a retrospective cohort study, small size at birth was associated with an increased 
risk of being coded diabetic in subsequent pregnancy. 

Domestic Violence Screening Practices of 
Obstetrician-Gynecologists 


Obstetrician-gynecologists know the prevalence of and adverse health consequences 
associated with intimate partner abuse, and slightly less than half routinely screen 
their patients for this problem. 


The Rise and Fall of Levonorgestrel Implants: 1992-1996 


Current attitudes about levonorgestrel implants are less positive and barriers to its 
use are greater than those observed immediately following its introduction to the 
United States market. 


Randomized Trial to Determine Optimal Dose of Vaginal 
Misoprostol for Preabortion Cervical Priming 


A dose of 400 yg is optimal for misoprostol preabortion cervical priming in first- 
trimester nulliparas. 

First Delivery After Cesarean Delivery for Strictly Defined 
Cephalopelvic Disproportion 

Even with strictly defined cephalopelvic disproportion, two-thirds of women 
delivered vaginally in subsequent pregnancies. 

The Effects of Mifepristone on Cervical Ripening and Labor 
Induction in Primigravidae 

Ripening of the unfavorable cervix at term is significantly more likely to result from 
200 mg mifepristone than from placebo. 

Oral or Vaginal Misoprostol Administration for Induction of 
Labor: A Randomized, Double-Blind Trial 


Oral and vaginal administration of misoprostol appear to be equally efficacious, but 
oral administration is associated with more uterine hyperstimulation. 


Risk of Low Birth Weight Infants Among Black and White 
Parents 


After controlling for parental, infant, and community factors, most of the increased 
risk of low birth weight infants associated with black parental race was explained. 


Intrapartum Amniotic Fluid Index: A Poor Predictor of 
Abnormal Fetal Size 


Amniotic fluid index is a poor screening test for small-for-gestational-age or 
macrosomic fetuses, though these growth abnormalities are more frequent in the 
presence of oligohydramnios and hydramnios, respectively. 


Fetal Splenic Size in Anemia Due to Rh-alloimmunization 


Fetal splenic enlargement predicts severe anemia in Rh-alloimmunized pregnancies. 


Isolated Mild Fetal Pyelectasis Detected by Transvaginal 
Sonography in Advanced Maternal Age 


Mild fetal pyelectasis detected in early pregnancy by transvaginal sonography can 
be transient and does not indicate abnormal fetal karyotype. 
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Antenatal Corticosteroids for the Prevention of Neonatal 
Respiratory Distress in a Predominantly Rural State Medicaid 
Population 


Review of one state’s Medicaid records demonstrated good compliance with 
National Institutes of Health guidelines for antenatal steroids in premature 
deliveries occurring within 4 hours of hospital arrival. 


Health Consequences of Pregnancy and Childbirth as Perceived 
by Women and Clinicians 

Women think they are inadequately prepared for the health consequences of 
pregnancy and childbirth and mention dyspareunia, fatigue, pain, incontinence, and 
depression as common problems. 


Interleukin-4, Interleukin-10, and Granulocyte-Macrophage 
Colony Stimulating Factor in Second-Trimester Serum From 
Women With Preeclampsia 

Detection rate and concentrations of granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating 


factor levels are decreased significantly in serum from women with preeclampsia at 
the moment of diagnosis. 


Opioid Detoxification in Pregnancy 


Selected gravidas can undergo antepartum opioid detoxification safely. 


The Jarisch-Herxheimer Reaction and Fetal Monitoring Changes 
in Pregnant Women Treated for Syphilis 

The treatment of syphilis with penicillin after 24 weeks’ gestation can result in the 
Jarisch-Herxheimer reaction, uterine contractions, or variable decelerations in a 
substantial proportion of cases. 


Newborn Acid-Base Status and Umbilical Cord Morphology 


Umbilical venous pH and partial pressure of carbon dioxide at birth are statistically 
significantly related to umbilical cord length and coiling. 


Instruments & Methods 


Alignment of the Umbilical Axis: An Effective Maneuver for 
Laparoscopic Entry in the Obese Patient 


A method to facilitate laparoscopic entry in the morbidly obese patient is described. 
Graduate Education 


Applications for Residency Programs in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, 1996-1997 


A statistical description of residency applications in obstetrics and gynecology is 
derived from data obtained by the Electronic Residency Application Service. 


Teaching Critical Appraisal to Medical Students in Obstetrics 
and Gynecology 


The obstetrics and gynecology rotation provides 3rd-year medical students an 
opportunity to learn critical appraisal and reproductive medicine. 


Review 


Magnesium Sulfate Therapy in Preeclampsia and Eclampsia 


The routine use of magnesium sulfate seizure prophylaxis in women with mild 
preeclampsia should be reassessed. 
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Survival and 2-Year Outcome With Expectant Management of 
Second-Trimester Rupture of Membranes 


Expectant management of second-trimester rupture of membranes offers better 
perinatal and long-term survival than previously thought. 


Sonographic Measurement of Uterine Cervix at 18-22 Weeks’ 
Gestation and the Risk of Preterm Delivery 

Short cervix and dilatation of internal cervical os at 18 to 22 weeks’ gestation by 
transvaginal ultrasonography identified 29°o of patients who delivered before 35 
weeks. 


Screening for Fetal Growth Restriction: A Mathematical Model 
of the Effect of Time Interval and Ultrasound Error 


Screening for fetal growth restriction by ultrasound scans performed at 2-week 
intervals leads to false-positive diagnoses in more than 10° of cases. 


The Risk of Low Birth Weight Associated With Vaginal 
Douching 
A cross-sectional analysis of a nationally representative sample of women shows an 


association between regular douching and low birth weight after controlling for 
potential confounders. 


Lactate in Scalp and Cord Blood From Fetuses With Ominous 
Fetal Heart Rate Patterns 


During labor with fetal distress, lactate levels in scalp blood obtained shortly before 
delivery are correlated with those in cord blood 


Effect of Delayed Inoculation of Selective Media in Antenatal 
Detection of Group B Streptococci 
Immediate bedside inoculation of lower genital tract swabs into selective media 


does not improve the detection rate of group B streptococci over transporting swabs 
to the clinical laboratory for inoculation within 2 hours. 


Relationship Between Maternal Group B Streptococcal 
Colonization and Pregnancy Outcome 
Vaginal colonization of group B streptococcus during pregnancy is not associated 


with preterm labor or premature rupture of membranes even after correction for 
risk factors. 


Antibiotic Susceptibility Profile of Group B Streptococcus 
Acquired Vertically 


Penicillin G or ampicillin is adequate for preventing early onset neonatal group B 
streptococcal disease. 
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Effect of Very Advanced Maternal Age on Pregnancy Outcome 
and Rate of Cesarean Delivery 


Maternal age of 44 or more years is associated with medical complications and more 
interventions during labor, but neonatal outcome is good. 


Risk Factors for Cesarean Delivery in Twin Gestations Near 
Term 


Nulliparity and the early placement of epidural analgesia are associated with an 


increased risk for cesarean delivery in twin gestations over 36 weeks. 


Pregnancy Outcomes by Mode of Delivery Among Term Breech 
Births: Swedish Experience 1987-1993 


Among term breech births, elective cesarean reduces risks of neonatal mortality and 
morbidity while not increasing rates of maternal morbidity. 


Urinary Incontinence and Pelvic Organ Prolapse in Nulliparous 


Women 


Nulliparous women, although less likely to present with urinary incontinence and 
pelvic organ prolapse, overall differ little from parous women with these conditions. 


Obstetric Events Leading to Anal Sphincter Damage 


Instrumental delivery and prolonged second stage of labor are the main factors that 
determine anal sphincter injury during primigravid vaginal delivery. 


Vulvar Intraepithelial Neoplasia III: Occult Cancer and the 
Impact of Margin Status on Recurrence 


In 73 women diagnosed with vulvar intraepithelial neoplasia III and treated 
surgically, surgical margin status correlated with recurrent disease, and 22° of 
patients harbored an underlying cancer. 


Influence of Delayed Staging Laparotomy After Laparoscopic 
Removal of Ovarian Masses Later Found Malignant 


A delay between initial laparoscopy and staging laparotomy in ovarian cancer may 
affect the distribution of disease stage adversely. 


A Randomized, Double-blinded Trial of Preemptive Analgesia 
in Laparoscopy 


The use of preemptive analgesia reduces postoperative pain in patients undergoing 
laparoscopy. 


Uterine Fluid Irrigation and Absorption in Hysteroscopic 
Endometrial Ablation 


During endometrial ablation, connecting outflow of the uterine irrigation fluid 
system to wall suction reduces the absorption of fluid from that with passive 
outflow. 


Ovarian Stimulation and In Vitro Fertilization in Women With 
Mature Cystic Teratomas 


Ovulation induction and in vitro fertilization—embryo transfer can be performed 
successfully in the presence of ovarian cystic teratoma. 
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Symptom Relief and Side Effects of Postmenopausal Hormones: 
Results From the Postmenopausal Estrogen/Progestin 
Interventions Trial 

Postmenopausal hormones treat hot flashes equally well, breast tenderness occurs 


only with progestin-containing regimens, and there is no effect of postmenopausal 
hormones on cognition or anxiety. 


Resolution of Hormonal Markers of Ectopic Gestation: 
A Randomized Trial Comparing Single-Dose Intramuscular 
Methotrexate With Salpingostomy 


Serum progesterone may be a better marker than serum hCG for predicting ectopic 
resolution. 


Incidence of Perihepatic Adhesions in Ectopic Gestation 


Women having surgery for an ectopic pregnancy have significantly more perihepatic 
and pelvic adhesions than women having elective laparoscopic tubal ligation. 


Mesh Erosion After Abdominal Sacrocolpopexy 


Synthetic mesh erosion, a recognized complication of abdominal sacrocolpopexy, is 


treated effectively with transvaginal excision of the mesh and vaginal advancement. 


A Two-Stage Screening Test for Pregnancy-Induced 
Hypertension and Preeclampsia 

Uterine artery Doppler examination and ambulatory 24-hour blood pressure 
monitoring at 20-24 weeks’ gestation identifies gravidas at risk of developing 
pregnancy-induced hypertension or preeclampsia. 


Low Whole Blood Glutathione Levels in Pregnancies 
Complicated by Preeclampsia or the Hemolysis, Elevated Liver 
Enzymes, Low Platelets Syndrome 


Low total glutathione /hemoglobin ratios in maternal whole blood might indicate 
decreased detoxificating or free radical scavenging capacity in pregnancies 
complicated by preeclampsia or the hemolysis, elevated liver enzymes, low platelets 
syndrome. 


Changes in Cerebral Perfusion Pressure in Puerperal Women 
With Preeclampsia 


Changes in cerebral blood flow are maintained up to 1 week after delivery. 
Expression of Placental Leptin and Leptin Receptor Transcripts 
in Early Pregnancy and at Term 


A decline in placental leptin messenger RNA abundance, which is commensurate 
with advancing gestation, suggests evolving roles for leptin in the maternal- 
fetoplacental unit. 


Clinical Commentary 


Criteria That Indicate Endometriosis Is the Cause of Chronic 
Pelvic Pain 


Before attributing chronic pelvic pain to endometriosis, there should be a surgical 
diagnosis, and the pain should be cyclic and relieved by specific treatment. 
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Graduate Education 


A Blueprint for Academic Obstetrics and Gynecology 


Leaders in academic obstetrics and gynecology recommend changes in education, 

g 
practice, and research, emphasizing primary care and greater participation in federal 
research activities. 


Assessing Clinical Competence of Medical Students in Women’s 
Health Care: Use of the Objective Structured Clinical 
Examination 


Scores from an objective structured clinical examination provide a reliable and valid 


indication of medical student competency in an obstetrics-gynecology clerkship. 


Review 
Current Concepts of Fetal Growth Restriction: 
Part I. Causes, Classification, and Pathophysiology 


Current concepts involving pathogenesis and pathophysiology of fetal growth 
restriction are a useful expansion of older basic concepts. 
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